
French Gendarmerie Strengthen Speed Enforcement Policy 

Clackamas County Issues Violations for Aggressive Driving 

Sergeant John Naccarato of 

Clackamas County, OR has   

performed extensive field testing 

and has taken the initiative to 

execute a pilot program with a 

new technology called DBC  

(Distance Between Cars). This 

patented software code is pro-

grammed into LTI’s UltraLyte 

100 LR speed laser and provides 

officers with the ability to collect 

accurate measurements between 

vehicles, both in distance and 

time. This data allows an objec-

tive argument to be made, using 

the vehicle’s speed, perception, 

and reaction time to determine a 

safe following distance. Until 

now, only visual observations 

could be made by traffic officers 

to determine if a vehicle was trav-

eling too closely behind another 

vehicle.  Since adding DBC   

technology to their speed lasers, 

Clackamas County has issued 

about 200 violations for speeding 

and for following too closely.  

According to NHTSA’s Fatality 

Analysis Reporting System, “the 

economic cost of speeding-related 

crashes is estimated to be $40.4 

billion each year”.  Sgt. Naccarato 

is one of many advocates of this 

new technology in the U.S.   
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Other states are adopting DBC 

technology and beginning to 

promote tailgating enforcement 

campaigns through the local  

media and electronic billboards 

placed along the highways.    

From the        
editor’s desk: 
 

This is the first edition of 

TechTimes brought to you 

by Laser Technology, Inc. 

TechTimes is simply a new 

forum to update you on the 

latest in traffic safety      

technology.  These stories are 

real.  Technology is changing 

all the time, and the best way 

to learn what is going on is to 

hear it from people in your 

traffic safety community.  

Paul Adkins                     

LTI Newsletter Editor 

 

Earlier this year, the French   

Gendarmerie added an additional 

200 UltraLyte lasers to their fleet  

following an even bigger order 

placed last year. The 3-year     

tender is being handled by LTI’s      

European subsidiary, based in 

Bordeaux, France and originated 

from the government’s decision 

to strengthen its policy against 

road violence. The French Metrol-

ogy Institute required custom 

features to be implemented into 

the UltraLyte’s internal software 

before they could accept the bid. 

One of the features requires the 

officers to select the direction of 

either approaching or departing 

vehicles, prior taking a speed 

measurement. It also allows the 

officers to enter a specific speed 

limit directly into the UltraLyte.  

 If a speed measurement exceeds 

the entered value, a higher 

pitched audio tone is activated, 

giving the officer a visual and 

audio indication that the vehicle 

is speeding. Both of these features 

were required to ensure the com-

pliance of the speed enforcement 

laws established in France. The 

UltraLyte laser has received   

approvals for use in the U.S. and 

other countries across the world. 

LTI has also lead the way to estab-

lish judicial precedence for lasers. 
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